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In Our Community
President’s Message

Casino
The HCA is having a casino coming 
up on March 16 & 17 at the Deerfoot 
Casino.  The funds that we receive 
will help us to build a future facility 
in Hawkwood.  We are looking for 
volunteers for both the day and night 
shifts.  If you are interested, please 
contact Diane at 403-374-1044.

Hawkstone Rink
As I write this, we just had our first 
snow of the New Year and we have 
just come off one of the warmest 
Decembers in recent memory.  While 
it’s nice for driving and not having to 
shovel snow, it has had a disastrous 
effect on our rink.  The lack of snow 
and Chinook winds has created a less 
than desirable skating surface.  The 
Rink Rats have been working hard to 
keep the rink in usable condition, but 
Mother Nature has other ideas.  So, 
there is about another month or so left 
for the rink before we start getting too 
warm and too much sun – get out and 
enjoy it while you can and be careful 
on the ice!

Provincial 
Election
While it is 
still a ways 
off, there will 
be an election in our future and that 
means Hawkwood will have a new 
MLA representing us in Edmonton.  
While our current MLA – Lindsay 
Blackett – has been a good friend to our 
community, his Calgary-North West 
constituency has been one of the largest 
in Alberta.  So, in the next election 
there will be a new constituency 
called Calgary-Hawkwood.  The 
communities within the electoral 
boundaries include Silver Springs, 
Ranchlands, Citadel, Arbour Lake and 
of course, Hawkwood.  While the HCA 
can’t endorse any candidates, we do 
meet with the candidates and political 
representatives to discuss issues 
regarding Hawkwood.  As always, if 
you have a Hawkwood issue that can 
be raised at the municipal, provincial or 
federal level, please let me know.

Kevan Newman

"I like these cold, gray winter days. Days like these let 
you savour a bad mood."

Bill Watterson
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HAWKWOOD
Community Association

HAWKWOOD
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Membership Application

Name:

Mailing Address:

Postal Code:                                     Home Phone:

Email Address:

$30 cheque payable to the Hawkwood Community Association

Please fill out this form and mail or drop off with payment to:
The Hawkwood Community Association,

P.O. Box 62011, Hawkwood RPO, Calgary, Alberta, T3G 5S7

Memberships can also be purchased online at
www.hawkwoodcalgary.com

Memberships are valid 12 months from date of purchase.
For more information call 403-239-2211 or email

memberships@hawkwoodcalgary.com

Hawkwood School News 
Kindergarten registration for 
the 2012/13 School year started 
Monday January 16 and is on-going.  
Registration takes place at the school, 
contact the office for details. 403-777-
6410. Hawkwood School is the perfect 
place to send your child because we 
have it all!  We have a great building, 
excellent teachers, music and phys ed 
specialists, and a strong program for 
kids with special educational needs!

Family Dance: Hawkwood School’s 
most exciting event and fundraiser, the 
family dance, will be held on Thursday, 
February 23 in the gym.  This year’s 
theme of Monopoly promises to be a 
fun-filled evening with games, dancing 
and treats!

New this year a 50-50 draw!  If your 
business or company would like to 
support Hawkwood School with a 
donation to the dance, we would gladly 
recognise your contribution within the 
school and our community. We would 
love to hear from you! Please contact 
Heather at hawkwoodsc@gmail.com  

Parent Information Session: Our first 
Parent Information Session of 2012 
will be February 8 at 6:30 in the library.  
Our topic this month is the “21st 
Century Learner”.  Come on out to 
discover how our children learn these 
days and how it differs from when 
we were students. To help those who 
would like to come to our Information 
Sessions but have child care issues, 
Hawkwood School Council will now 
be providing babysitting in the school 
during the meeting! If you know a 
potential babysitter who has their 
babysitting certificate and would be 
interested in this Council opportunity, 
contact us at hawkwoodsc@gmail.com
Those who would like to take 

advantage of the babysitting must 
RSVP to HawkwoodSC@gmail.com 
with the number of children at least 48 
hours before the meeting.

Coming Soon! In June of 2012, 
Hawkwood School will be opening its 
Time Capsule!  Stay tuned for details!

Dates to Remember
On-Going: Kindergarten Registration
Feb. 8: Parent Information Session, 
6:30 in the library
Feb. 10: Extreme Pita Fun Lunch
Feb. 16 & 17: Teacher’s Convention 
(no school) 
Feb. 20: Family Day (no school)
Feb. 23: Family Dance
Feb. 24: Panago Fun Lunch

Questions about Hawkwood 
School Council? Contact us at 
HawkwoodSC@gmail.com or “Like” 
us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
hawkwoodschoolcouncil

In Our Community
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Community News

Community Connection
Mature Junior High girl with Red 
Cross babysitting certificate looking 
for clients in Hawkwood. Very good 
with children. Please call Sarah at  
403-771-8962.

I’m Stephanie, the Babysitter 
You Want. I am a responsible and 
dependable babysitter in Junior High 
School and have taken the Red Cross 
Babysitting course and am looking for 
clients in Hawkwood and Arbour Lake 
and Citadel. You can reach me at 403-
289-3273. The best time to call is from 
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. week nights. My 
rate of pay is $8 per hour and 50¢ for 
each additional child.

Hello! My name is Jennifer and I 
would love to babysit for you! I am 
13 years old and have completed the 
Red Cross Babysitting Course. I have 
experience babysitting my younger 
sister too. I can babysit on occasional 
weeknights and on weekends in 
Hawkwood and surrounding areas and 
I charge $8 per hour. I also offer dog 
walking and cat sitting services. Please 
contact me at 403-276-9508 (home) 
or 587-223-5882 (cell). I am looking 
forward to hearing from you!

Scenic Acres Women’s Recreational 
Soccer: Here’s your chance to play 
soccer with a group of fun loving 
girls (18 and older). Our season 
runs from mid April to late June on 

Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
(8:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.). We offer 
orientation, tech sessions and a wind 
up party. We are a recreational soccer 
league, open to all skill levels…from 
beginner to seasoned players. All you 
need is your cleats, shin pads, water 
bottle and a sense of humor! Online 
registration starts February 13 (www.
scenicacresca.ca) *Click on Program 
Registration*. Space is limited 
so register early.  Cost is $60 for 
Members & $70 for Non-Members. If 
you have any questions please contact 
Fiona at 403-239-5303.

Hawkwood Casino Needs Volunteers
The Casino for 2012 is scheduled 
for Thursday, March 15 and Friday, 
March 16 at Deerfoot Inn and Casino.  
If you are interested, contact Diane 
Heaton at 403-374-1044.

Wanted... Social Director!
Do you like to plan parties? Enjoy 
seeing kids having fun?  Want to work 
with a great bunch of people? Socialize 
with your neighbours? Perhaps make 
some friendships along the way- I 
know I did!

Well do I have a volunteer job for 
you! The Hawkwood Community 
Association is looking for an individual 
who would like to take on the challenge 
of Social Director for our Community 
events.

After 12 years of being a part of the 
community association in one way or 

another, it is time for me to step aside.

Please contact me, Candace Hughes, at 
cthughes@shaw.ca if you would like 
more information.

We Want  
You!

Crowfoot Library
Programs for Children 
and Youth
•	Love you Forever: 

Feb. 10,  
10:30 a.m. – 11:00 
a.m. Ages 2 – 5. 

•	Drop-in Gaming for 
all Ages: 
Feb. 16, 11:00 a.m. – 12:30.p.m

•		Make-up for Teens: Feb. 18, 
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

•		Manga and Comics Drawing 
Workshop for Teens: Feb. 26, 
1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  Ages 13 – 17.

Programs for Adults
•	Law at Your Library; Small 

Claims Court: Feb. 8, 7:00 p.m. – 
8:30 p.m.

•	Coaching for Business Profession-
als: Feb. 9, 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Visit www.calgarypubliclibrary.com 
for more information on these  
programs. Registration is required for 
all programs unless otherwise noted.
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Our 2012 Outdoor Soccer registration 
is underway! Registration is online 
only and will run until March 1st. 
Any registrations after March 1st 
will be charged a late fee and your 
child may be put on a waiting list. 
Don’t delay, register now! www.
hawkwoodcalgary.com (under the 
Hawkwood soccer U4-U8 link). 
•	U4 is children born in 2008-2009 (if 

3 years old by March 1, 2012). 
•	U6 is children born in 2006 & 2007. 
•	U8 is children born in 2005 & 2004.

All families registering their 
children for soccer must have a valid 
community membership and these can 
be purchased with your registration.

For those of you choosing to not use 
online payment, you will need to mail 
your signed waivers and fees to the 
address provided to you during the 
registration process, but they must be 
received before April 1st to ensure 
your child’s placement on a team.

This year our season will start late 
April (weather pending) and will 
run through to late June. All games 
are played on the Hawkstone Fields 

adjacent to 
Hawkstone Drive. 
•	U4 will play 

Monday night. 
•	U6 will play 

Monday and 
Wednesday 
nights. 

•	U8 will play Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 

•	Scheduling will be finalized once 
registration is complete.

I am always very thankful to those 
of you who have already stepped up 
to volunteer. This is a community 
run program and without parent/
guardian volunteers we could not 
have successful season after season. 
We still have open volunteer roles so 
please check out what your options 
are and let me know where you 
want to step in! We require at least 
2 coaches per team as well team 
managers, coordinators for all aspects 
of the program and a Director for  
next year! Please read the details 
of each role on the web site and 
if you have any questions please 
send them to Wanita at soccer@
hawkwoodcalgary.com.

Hawkwood Outdoor Soccer— 
Registration Online Now!

Oatmeal Soap Joni Righthand

Ideas to 
Get Moving

Starting and maintaining an exercise 
program can be difficult for anyone ex-
periencing joint pain. If there were ever 
a reason not to be physically active, the 
short, cold days of winter would seem 
to be it. Like all barriers, though, this 
one can be overcome.

“Snow and ice should not prevent 
someone with arthritis from getting 
the exercise they need during a long 
winter season,” says Jean McKellar, 
a physiotherapist with The Arthritis 
Society. “You can be as physically ac-
tive indoors as outdoors. Try walking 
on a treadmill, in a community pool or 
through your local mall. Walking pro-
tects your joints by strengthening the 
muscles around them. Strong muscles 
and tissues support those joints that 
have been weakened and damaged by 
arthritis.”

Still stumped for ideas? Consider any 
of the following:
•	Take frequent “stretch” breaks at 

work to walk to the water cooler or 
washroom.

•	Return e-mails in person by walking 
to your colleague's work area.

•	Choose stairs instead of the eleva-
tor or escalator (if your knees don't 
bother you).

•	View everyday chores (cleaning, 
laundry, taking out the garbage) as a 
chance to be more active.

•	Stretch while watching TV.
•	Clean your home. Vacuum vigorous-

ly. Wash windows and walls. Scrub 
floors. Clean closets. Conquer dirt 
and clutter—and work up a sweat. 
The reward of the workout will be 
reaped by enjoying a sparkling home.

News Canada, www.arthritis.ca

In Our Community
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In Our City
Calgary Connection

The Strengths in ADHD research 
study is recruiting children 8-11 years 
with or without ADHD to learn more 
about the strengths and supportive 
influences that can promote academic, 
social, and emotional success among 
these children. 1-2 visits to the Uni-
versity of Calgary. Free parking and 
refreshments, a $25 gift certificate and 
a special toy!  For info, contact 403-
210-6726 or adhdkids@ucalgary.ca or 
visit www.ucalgary.ca/adhdkids.  

Escorted Transportation Seeking 
Drivers: Calgary Seniors' Resource 
Society is looking for volunteer driv-
ers to help seniors get to medical 
appointments. We provide Calgary se-
niors (65+,  who may be frail, unable 
to access public transportation and 

who cannot afford taxi servic) a safe 
and reliable volunteer transportation 
option. Please contact 403-266-6200 
or volunteer@calgaryseniors.org. Visit 
us online at www.calgaryseniors.org.

Pit Bulls for Life Dog Rescue: Save a 
life, adopt a rescue! All dogs are 100% 
human non-aggressive as they are pre-
tested before they enter our system. 
For dates and locations of our adop-
tion days at Petsmart, please check out 
our News and Events on our website 
www.pitbullsforlife.com.

The Calgary International Chil-
dren’s Festival is looking for volun-
teers aged 14+ from May 22-26. Visit 
www.calgarychildfest.org under ‘Vol-
unteer Opportunities’ for positions.

Keep it Loose in Your Blue Cart
Calgarians are taking many steps to 
increase recycling and it’s working.  
Recycling is up dramatically – more 
than 70 per cent since the Blue Cart 
program began in 2009.  The City 
recycles close to 70,000 tonnes of re-
cyclable materials every year – which 
means less material is going to land-
fills. 

Another way you can keep our recy-
cling up is by remembering to keep 
your recyclables loose and separate in 
the blue cart, not packed together in a 
garbage bag.  Only shredded paper and 
plastic bags should be placed in a clear 
plastic bag and tied.

Items in your blue cart and community 
recycling depots go to a recycling sort-
ing facility in Calgary where they are 
separated both by hand and with mod-
ern equipment.  Every minute, nearly 

100 meters worth of recyclables pass 
by workers on the sorting lines.  At 
this speed, workers cannot tell whether 
a garbage bag is filled with recyclables 
or garbage.  If they open a bag filled 
with garbage or other harmful materi-
als, it could injure them or contami-
nate all of the other recyclables on the 
sorting line.  For their safety, garbage 
bags are not opened and go directly to 
the landfill.

Make the most of your recycling and 
please remember to empty your clean, 
loose recyclables into your blue cart 
when putting it out for collection.  If 
we all do our part we can protect the 
environment and help Calgary achieve 
our goal of 80 per cent diversion by 
2020.

The City of Calgary Waste & Recy-
cling Services

“Love Is Not 
What I Thought”
Amaryllis in Blueberry (Gallery 
Books) is a beautiful, haunting book 
by novelist Christina Meldrum.  The 
book explores what love is or isn’t 
from the perspective of Dick, Seena 
and the four daughters in the Slepys 
family.

The characters 
each face the 
truth about 
themselves 
and their re-
alities as they 
try to define 
what love is 
in their lives.  
“The truth is 
the truth is the 
truth, whether 
it makes sense to you or not,” 
says one of the daughters.  When 
the family goes to West Africa, 
they come to a crossroads in their 
relationships—and in their personal 
discoveries.  Africa proves to be a 
harsh teacher.

This is a complex book that evokes 
Greek mythology and African ritu-
als against a backdrop of Catholic 
religion and North American “fam-
ily values.” 

The book club discussion notes 
and the interview with the author at 
the end of the novel provide useful 
insights.  Well worth reading.

Jean Andrews    

Book of the Month
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In Our City
Events In and Around Calgary Tickets, admission or registration may be required

for events. Event details are believed correct as of
press time but may change at any time.

A Sampling of 
Concerts
•	Matt Anderson: Feb. 3, Banff 

Centre—Eric Harvie 
•	Herman’s Hermits: Feb. 4, 

Century Casino
•	Benny Benassi & Sander Van 

Doorn: Feb. 10, Big Four Building   
•	Chicago: Feb. 14, Jack Singer 

Concert Hall
•	Hedley: Feb. 16, Enmax Centre 
•	Deep Purple: Feb. 19, Southern 

Alberta Jubilee 
•	Linda Tillery & Cultural Heri-

tage Choir: Feb. 19, Banff Centre
•	Jann Arden with Guests: Feb. 23, 

Southern Alberta Jubilee 
•	The Stampeders: Feb. 25, 

Deerfoot Inn & Casino 
•	Eric Burdon & the Animals: 

Mar. 3, Deerfoot Inn & Casino
•	Puscifer: Mar. 11, Southern 

Alberta Jubilee 
•	Lady Antebellum: Mar. 16, 

Scotiabank Saddledome
•	April Wine: Apr. 7, Deerfoot Inn 

& Casino

n00b: Feb. 3 – 4 & Feb. 10 – 11, Ver-
tigo Mystery Theatre. A play inspired 
by a tragic true story. A n00b is an 
inexperienced or unskilled player in 
video games. www.vertigotheatre.com

Bliss Wedding Fair Extraordinaire: 
Feb. 5, Carriage House Inn. Showcas-
ing Calgary’s hottest hidden talents 
and bringing a fresh and modern twist 
to the table. www.blissweddingfair.ca

Calgary Boat & Sportsmen's Show:	
Feb. 9 – Feb. 12, BMO Centre. 
Outdoor enthusiasts will find all the 
latest boats, fishing gear, accessories 
and outdoor products at this event. 
www.calgaryboatandsportshow.ca

Alberta Dance Festival: Feb. 9 –	
11, 16 – 18 & 23 – 25, Dancers' Studio 
West Theatre.  A three week festi-
val showcasing contemporary dance 
works by Alberta choreographers. 
www.dswlive.ca

Great Northern Concrete Toboggan 
Race: Feb. 11, Canada Olympic Park.
A celebration of innovations and engi-
neering spirit, bringing together some 
of the most talented and enthusiastic 
members of the engineering commu-
nity. www.winsportcanada.ca

The Harlem Globetrotters: Feb 15, 
Scotiabank Saddledome. Watch the 
entertaining Harlem Globetrotters.  
www.harlemglobetrotters.com

Calgary's World of Wheels: Feb. 17 
– 19, BMO Centre. Features all types 

of cars, trucks, motorcycles and re-
lated products and accessories. Special 
guest appearances are featured and TV 
celebrities will be in attendance.  
www.autorama.com

Reel Fun Film Festival: Feb. 20 – 26, 
Eau Claire Theatres. 7 days of interna-
tional family films showcasing award 
winning feature presentations, thought 
provoking documentaries and animat-
ed films that will engage children of 
all ages. www.reelfunfilmfest.com

Calgary Mid-Winter Blues Festival: 
Feb. 20 – 25, various venues. 
A week long festival showcasing the 
blues by way of workshops, jams, 
dances and concerts. Beat the winter 
blahs by enjoying the blues!
www.calgarybluesfest.com

Calgary Home & Garden Show: 
Feb. 23 – 26, BMO Centre. Find 
inspiration and solutions for home 
improvement projects and discover the 
coolest new home and garden prod-
ucts. www.calgaryhgs.com

Winefest: Feb. 24 – 25, Stampede 
Park. Features hundreds of interna-
tional wines, port, champagne, and 
dessert wines from the world’s most 
celebrated wine regions. 
www.celebratewinefest.com

Back Cast Fly Fishing Film Festival: 
Feb. 25, Mount Royal University. To 
benefit Western Sky Land Trust and 
their Bow and Beyond Initiative which 
aims to conserve watershed lands 

along the nationally significant stretch 
of the Bow from Calgary to Siksika.  
www.westernskylandtrust.ca

Spruce Meadows February Classic: 
Feb. 25 – 26, Spruce Meadows. Watch 
as some of the best riders compete in 
show jumping tournaments.
www.sprucemeadows.com

Annual $100 Film Festival: Mar. 1 – 
3,  Plaza Theatre. A 3-day event which 
screens short films by local, national 
and international filmmakers. 
www.100dollarfilmfestival.org
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In Our City
Skateboard Strategy Update

In 1986, there was a City ban on all 
skateboard ramps on private prop-
erty; and, since 1996, the City Traf-
fic Bylaw (still in effect) prohibits 
skateboards in the downtown Central 
Traffic Zone.  

After building Shaw Millennium Park 
in 2000, The City of Calgary will now 
be consulting with current commu-
nity recreation providers, community 
associations, and advisory groups for 
future recreations centres in the NW 
and SE, with a view toward enhancing 
skateboard amenities.

There are 5 types of skate parks, from 
smallest to largest: “spot”, neighbour-
hood, community, quadrant/regional, 
and city-wide-destination.

In terms of size, quadrant parks are 
the size of baseball fields, community 
parks are the size  of outdoor hockey 
rinks, neighborhood parks are the size 
of tennis courts, and skate spots are 
the size of ½ a basketball court.

The City of Calgary has a 10-year 
skateboard strategy.  As part of this 
plan, it is estimated that $11 million is 
required to develop 3 quadrant parks, 
2 community parks, 15 neighbourhood 
parks, and 30 skate “spots”.

Future sites will be identified in 
consultation with communities and 
situated, where possible, in existing or 
planned new recreation projects.  Al-
though the Land Use Bylaw prohibits 
skateboard ramps on private property 
in low density residential neighbour-
hoods, they are permitted as part of a 
park or recreational facility.

In addition to the City’s Mobile Skate 
Park Program (at an annual cost of 

$175,000), Calgary currently has a 
city-wide skate park, a neighbourhood 
skate park, and a skate spot.

Shaw Millennium was built in 2000. 
The Westview Recreation Centre 
Skate Park, at 2000-69 St. SW, was 
built in 2010 and is operated by a not-
for-profit group. The McKenzie Towne 

Review of LRT Paid Parking
Very few park-and-ride users (of both 
reserved and free parking) previously 
used buses to travel to the C-Train.

An on-line customer survey was 
conducted to invite feedback on the re-
served parking program from Calgary 
Transit customers. A total of 2,400 
customers responded.

The survey found:
•	About 67% of those seeking free 

parking arrive before 7:00 a.m. while 
about 16% of reserved parking users 
arrive after 8:00 a.m.

•	There are unsustainable customer ex-
pectations for free parking and some 
of those who pay are not able to park 
due to a high number of violators.

About 30% of the potential reserved 
parking spaces were sold and a few 
lots were near maximum for reserved 
parking. For 2012, it is anticipated 

that demand for reserved parking will 
continue to rise.

For the South Line, demand has been 
highest at Somerset -Bridlewood and 
Shawnessy stations where the spaces 
available for reserved parking (50% of 
total spaces) are now nearly full. 

The total annual cost of operating 
LRT park-and-ride lots is about $1.4 
million.  This does not include the cost 
to fund the reserved parking program, 
which is projected to earn $1.5 million 
in 2012.

In time, it is possible that reserved 
parking could generate annual rev-
enues of approximately $3 million and 
a portion of this increase can be used 
to provide additional transit services.

Anne Burke

Skate Park, at 200 McKenzie Towne 
Gate SW, is owned and operated by 
The McKenzie Towne Residents 
Association. Due to pending LRT 
expansion, this park may need to be 
relocated in the community.

Anne Burke

McKenzie Towne Skate SpotWestview Recreation Centre Neighbourhood 
Skate Park
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Your Health
Seven Steps to Better Health

If you could add a decade or more of 
healthy years to your life, wouldn't 
you grab the chance? The simple 
things can make the biggest difference, 
says Heart and Stroke Foundation 
lecturer Dr. Clyde Yancy, adding that 
up to 80% of premature heart disease 
is preventable.

Follow these seven simple steps to 
embrace your best health potential.

1. Get Active. Inactivity can shave al-
most four years off a person's expected 
lifespan. People who are physically 
inactive are twice as likely to be at risk 
for heart disease or stroke.

2. Know and Control Cholesterol 

Levels. Almost 40% of Canadian 
adults have high blood cholesterol. 
Get your numbers on track by making 
healthy dietary changes, being active 
30 to 60 minutes most days, achiev-
ing and maintaining a healthy body 
weight, and becoming tobacco-free.

3. Follow a Healthy Diet. The Foun-
dation recommends that adults eat 
seven or more vegetables and fruit 
every day. 

4. Know and Control Blood Pres-
sure. You can cut your risk of stroke 
by up to 40% and heart attack by up to 
25%.

5. Achieve and Maintain a Healthy 

Weight. Being obese can reduce your 
life span by almost four years.

6. Manage Diabetes. By 2016 an esti-
mated 2.4 million Canadians will live 
with diabetes. Diabetes increases the 
risk of high blood pressure, narrowing 
of the arteries, coronary artery disease, 
and stroke, particularly if your blood 
sugar levels are poorly controlled.

7. Be Tobacco-free. As soon as you 
become tobacco-free, your risk of 
heart disease and stroke begins to 
decrease. After 15 years your risk will 
be nearly that of a non-smoker.

News Canada, Jane-Diane Fraser,
www.heartandstroke.ca/risk



Keep Dry As 
Winter Melts

Water damage is a common problem at this time of year, 
often from melting snow or broken pipes. Not only can 
it ruin part of your home and personal belongings, but 
repeated insurance claims often lead to a boost in your 
premiums.

Wayne Ross, an insurance expert at Aviva Canada offers 
the following tips to help minimize the risk of water dam-
age, especially as the winter thaw draws nearer:
•	Divert snow away from your home—remove it espe-

cially from doors and basement windows;
•	Ensure street catch-basins are not blocked—prevent 

snow melt from building up on street level and seeping 
towards your property;

•	Protect your valuables: If your home is prone to water 
damage, consider moving valuables away from high-risk 
areas, such as the basement.

News Canada, Glenn Cooper
www.avivacanada.com
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Home
Persian Carpets—Dealing with Accidents

When one has invested in a Persian 
carpet, it can be a stressful should 
any damage occur. The 
fundamental of success-
ful treatment of damage is 
speed. 

Water damage is perhaps 
one of the most dangerous threats to 
your Persian carpet. Water absorption 
will cause the warp and weft of your 
rug to rot. As the rug gradually dries 
the damaged area will become brittle. 
Water damage can also cause the 
colours of your Persian carpet to run, 
something which can only be repaired 
by an expert restorer.  

The first action to take is to absorb 

all the excess water using an absor-
bent towel, sponge, tissue or cloth. 

If a cloth is being used, it 
must be made from cotton 
which has not been dyed to 
prevent colour run. 

Next, sponge the damaged 
area with clean water. Under no condi-
tion should carpet shampoo be used! 
Then dry the wet area with warm air. 
A hair-dryer with variable tempera-
ture settings is probably the best tool. 
Using the lowest setting dry the carpet 
completely. If the patch feels leathery 
and hard then it is not yet fully dry.  

After the drying, the wool fibers may 
be matted together. Gently rub the 

fibres with the fingers until they have 
separated again. 
 
Assuming your carpet is colour-fast, 
you can try to remove stains. Urine 
from pets is probably the worst stain 
culprit—do not leave to dry since the 
chemicals will rot your carpet. Mix 
2 tablespoons of white vinegar with 
0.5 litres of lukewarm water and work 
into the affected area. Rinse with clean 
warm water soaked into a sponge and 
mop up the water and dry with white 
blotting paper or unstarched, undyed 
cotton held down by a stack of books. 

John Thackeray,  
www.approvedarticles.com


